
On June 18th, European Biogas Association (EBA) held two sessions           

focusing on biomethane policies and developments as part of the annual 

European Bioenergy Conference organised by AEBIOM. 

The first session dedicated to EU Policy on biomethane production,           

injection and international market was opened by MEP Be la Glattfelder 

who outlined the need for legislative updates to support biogas in Europe. 

These include a dedicated Biowaste directive in the EU and targets for     

renewable energy up until 2050. Upgrading biogas to biomethane will ena-

ble cross-border transactions if the intrinsic “bio” value is recognised on 

top of its physical value, explained Dr. Attila Kovacs from EBA Board.             

National registries need to be set up to trace biomethane transactions and 

eventually merge into a common European registry, he added. Matthias 

Maedge from NGVA Europe then embraced the broader perspective of CNG 

and LNG vehicles to praise biomethane as a vehicle fuel. The proposal of 

Directive on infrastructure and standards within the Clean Power for 

Transport Package thus needs to be pushed forward, he said. 

The second session dealt with crop-based biogas as an advanced biofuel. 

Marc Fleureck (DG Agriculture) said the Rural development policy over 

2014-2020 will focus on Innovation, Environment and Climate Change. 

Support to biogas in agriculture will thus be maintained or improved, being 

subject to conditions of efficiency, sustainability and limitation to food 

crops.  Among these,  ILUC factors will have to be taken into account as      

explained Ignacio Vazquez Larruscain (DG Climate Action). Manure, sewage 

and organic waste are likely to be favoured over energy crops as a feed-

stock, but discussions at European Council and Parliament are still ongoing. 

Finally, DSM’s Theo Verleun presented a company perspective, pushing 

technology forward through substrate pre-treatment and the use of           

enzymes. He also mentioned the need for partnerships with players from 

upstream and downstream industries to support the development of an 

emerging value chain. 
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STUDY TOUR TO BELGIAN PLANTS 

The next day was dedicated to visits of two biogas plants in Wallonia. The 

group has first been received by GreenWatt near Nivelles. As such,       

chicory is not only a strong feature of Wallonia’s culinary heritage but its 

roots provide an excellent substrate for biogas production. GreenWatt’s 

CHP unit in Joluwa relies on annual input of 4 000 tons of chicory roots 

and vegetable waste, delivering 104 kW annual production and 38 m3 of        

methane per ton processed. Other projects include valorisation of melons 

in the south of France and cactus in Chile. 

Vanheede Environment plant in Que vy-le-Grand then provided a good 

example of large scale anaerobic digestion unit. 53 000 tons of substrate, 

collected among the food industry are processed along 3 fermenters  to 

provide 8  million  m3 of biogas, 18 000 MW electricity and 48 000 m3 of 

digestate per year. 83% of the electricity is sold, each MWh benefiting 

from a Green Certificate under the Belgium scheme. In addition, 

Vanheede has installed a 2 MW wind turbine and 1068 solar panels to 

develop a diversified and reliant energy production site. 

EBA Workshop 18-19 June 

Next EBA event:  

EBA Biogas Conference, 

Fall 2014 

Left:  The group in front of 

Vanheede Environment site 

Above:  Introduction to Joluwa 

biogas plant 

Below: GreenWatt site processing 

chicory roots 


